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Reiste takes title at Rooftop 
 

ESTES PARK, Colo. – After 48 cowboys had failed, Trevor Reiste was in a position everyone 
wanted.  

He was the second-to-last bull rider to go at this year’s Rooftop Rodeo, and not one of his 
compadres had earned the eight-second qualifying ride. Reiste was matched with Cervi Championship 
Rodeo’s Midnight Flyer during Wednesday’s sixth performance. He hunkered down on the bull and 
wrapped his hand tightly to the bull rope that was strapped around the behemoth, preparing his body 
for the explosion of bovine flesh.  

Everyone knew what was at stake. A single qualified ride meant a boatload of Colorado cash to 
the cowboy.  

“I just try not to think about it,” said Reiste, 31, of Linden, Iowa. “I know I’ve got to ride my bull, 
so I just have to ignore the announcer and everybody else and don’t even try to pay much attention to 
the bulls before me. It’s tough sometimes, because they’re all my friends, and I want to do them good. I 
try to keep a clear mind and jus think about my bull and what I need to do.”  

It worked. Reiste and Midnight Flyer matched moves for 83 points, and the cowboy walked 
away from Estes Park with more than $16,000. Sitting 27th in the world standings heading into this 
week, Reiste has a plan for every dollar earned in this Rocky Mountain community. Atop the priority list 
is to use it toward a second qualification to the National Finals Rodeo. He earned his first seven 
seasons ago and has been eager to return to ProRodeo’s grand finale.  

He's been among the top bull riders in the game for several years, but he’s just missed out on 
returning to Las Vegas. Only the top 15 contestants on the money list in each event advance to the 
NFR, and the Iowa cowboy is trying to climb that ladder of success.  

“I took a couple deep breaths before I slid up and nodded to kind of clear my head one last 
second before it all got started,” he said. “I had a really rough winter, so I’m just trying to make up for it 
now.”  

http://www.rooftoprodeo.com/
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Momentum is big in any sport, and rodeo is no different. A few days before, Reiste pocketed 
about $11,000 in Oakley, Utah.  

“The more you think about each rodeo at a time, it seems to help keep you focused,” Reiste 
said. “I don’t think of it as a streak. I just focus on one bull at a time. When you feel good, you ride 
good.” 

He’s feeling pretty good about his experience this week in Estes Park.  
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